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   The Valleys Post                             
         The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
              3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P. O. Box H, Halifax, PA 17032  
                                            717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                          Pastor - Adam London

Email:  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com     Council Pres. – Norine Goss
                                              June/July/August 2025
                              A Note From Pastor Adam

    Happy summer!  School is out and temperatures are about to get a lot hotter (at least that’s what people tell me to expect for my first summer here).  I’m thankful for a change in schedule and I hope to spend extra time with my family while school is out.  I hope you are getting the opportunity to spend more time with your loved ones as well.

    The last 2 months have been busy for me!  We made it thru the season of Lent and then Easter.  I attended the East Coast Covenant Annual Meeting in Boston in early May.  We started up a new Friday night small group Bible study in the book of Ephesians.  Mother’s Day flowers were given out to all the ladies of the church.  Shirleen shared about her Mission Trip to Colombia.  Praise God that Marie, Riley, and Talia received all the funds needed for their respective Mission Trips as well.  Also, if you haven’t looked at our Livestream on Facebook (or the recordings on YouTube), we have recently upgraded our system and the sound and video quality should be greatly improved as of 5-18-25 and we hope to continue to get better each Sunday.

    We also started a new sermon series.  After preaching thru the Lectionary and focusing on the Passion and Resurrection narratives in the Gospels, we have begun to preach through Galatians.  Between Friday nights and Sunday mornings, we plan to continue to teach through Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians by the end of the summer.  I encourage everyone to intentionally read through these 4 books of the Bible this summer.

    As we learn about the churches in Paul’s letters, we have been looking at the churches’ backgrounds in the book of Acts (mostly from chapters 13-19).  Reading the background in Acts gives us a much deeper understanding and appreciation for these churches.  
             (Pastor’ Message continued on next page)
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    We always need to remember that these books of the Bible are letters to a specific people in a specific situation.  We need to be discerning about which rebukes and which blessings were situation specific to that time and which rebukes and which blessings are universal (meaning they also apply to us).

    Interestingly, one of the churches in Acts that did NOT receive a letter was probably the most discerning church that Paul visited.  In Acts 17:10-15, we see Paul visit the city of Berea.  Paul visited Berea during both his 2nd and 3rd Missionary journeys.  However, during his first visit, he was encouraged to go to Berea by the believers in Thessalonica because of the opposition he faced to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

    What Paul found in Berea was a people who were hungry for God’s Word.  The author of Acts, Luke, even makes the point to say, “Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” (Acts 17:11)

     Are you hungry for God’s Word?  If you aren’t regularly reading your Bible, it’s like you are going fishing without a fishing rod.  If you aren’t regularly reading your Bible, it’s like you are trying to plant a crop without a tiller.  If you aren’t regularly reading your Bible, it’s like you are trying to make a covered dish without an oven.  If you aren’t regularly reading your Bible, you are going to have a nearly impossible time of living a Christian life.  

      When trials come your way (and they will – Jesus Himself said, “In the world you WILL have trouble.” (John 16:33) we need to be able to turn to God’s Word.  However, we also need God’s Word when life is going well!  If we do not turn to God’s Word in the peaceful meadows of our lives, we may miss God’s call to “Go ye therefore…” (Matthew 28:18-20).  We can also start to believe the lie that God created us to simply experience blessings, health, and wealth – which leads to pride, arrogance, greed, and the sin of neglecting our neighbors.  

       In the children’s sermon in May, one of the verses we looked at was Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  (Ephesians 6:17 also calls God’s Word the Sword of the 
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Spirit).  If you aren’t regularly reading your Bible, you are going into the spiritual battle without your Sword.  
        Do you have a plan to read your Bible?  Certainly, God can speak to you if you just randomly open the Bible to a random passage.  But far more often, God speaks to us through His Word when we read chunks of the Bible to get the context.  Just as the Bereans studied the Scriptures in depth, so too do we need to study God’s Word.  Other than Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and the book of Acts, where are you reading?  If you don’t know, might I suggest you start with the Gospel of John.  

       May we be known as people of God’s Word, as the Bereans were.  Amen.
                  (Pastor’ Message continued on next page)





In Christian Love,






Pastor Adam
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GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz
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In a parable of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke, someone named Lazarus features prominently while other characters go unnamed. Who is Lazarus in this story?

A. a friend Jesus raised from the dead
B. a rich man dressed in fine linen
C. a poor beggar at the rich man’s gate
D. the brother of the poor man
E. an angel who carried the poor man to heaven

Answer: See Luke 16:19-31.
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    WORSHIP  SCHEDULE       

Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys and it also will be live streaming on Face book (videos are on YouTube after the service for those not on Face book).
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Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month Please Note: Communion for June will be on 2nd Sunday, June 8, 2025 (Pastor Adam will be away on June 1st), 1st Sundays, July 6, 2025 and August 3, 2025. Communion is done in the pews and is put together and served with gloves.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.

Communion Servers: June: Marie Herb, Jan Quinn; July: Terri Herb, Bridget Campbell, August: Sharon Fetterhoff, Ann Hale.
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PASTOR VACATION: Pastor Adam will be on vacation May 26th thru June 6th and also July 15th thru July 23rd. Pastor April Ocasio will do Spiritual Care if  anyone has pastoral needs during May 26th thru June 6th, please call the church office.
Deke Rider will be Guest Speaker on Sunday, June 1st. Guest Speaker for Sunday, July 6th will be announced in the bulletin.

PLEASE NOTE: OUR COVERED DISH MEAL will be held on the Second Sunday of  the month in June, July, and August following Worship Service. Beginning in September, the covered dish meal will be held on the First Sunday of each month following Worship Service.
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              JUNE/JULY/AUGUST

 MONTHLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
June 1st - 10:15AM- In-person Worship & Online Worship) Organist –Food Offering (No Communion) 

June  8th - 10:15AM- In-person Worship & Online Worship - Holy Communion (Online Worship – Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Hymnal - Covered Dish Meal following Worship   
June 15th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
June 22nd - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
June 29th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
July  6th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Holy Communion (Online Worship – Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) 

Organist –Food Offering

July  13th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal-  Covered Dish Meal following Worship
July  20th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal-

                  Guest Pastor (To be announced)
July  27th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
________________________________________________________________________________________
Aug. 3rd - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Holy Communion (Online Worship – Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering

Aug.  10th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal- 

                        Covered Dish Meal following Worship
Aug.  17th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
Aug. 24th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
Aug. 31st  - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Hymnal
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 Adult Sunday School June/July/August Preview 

    We are waiting to get the video of “The Chosen” Season 5 to view and discuss it when it is available. We are studying the book “The Seven Spirits of God”.  We invite you to join us.  
	  Date    

   June, July & August
	Discussion

Leader
	Topic

	June 1st & 8th 
	Donna Novinger
	Seven Spirits of God

	June 15th & 22nd 
	Ed Dobbin
	Seven Spirits of God

	June 29th & July 6th 
	Marie Herb
	Seven Spirits  of God

	July 13th & 20th 
	Ed & Peggy Berra 
	To be determined

	July 27th & Aug. 3rd  
	Shirleen London 
	To be determined

	Aug. 10th & 17th 
	Adam London
	To be determined

	Aug. 24th & 31st 
	Ken Bechtel
	To be determined

	Sept. 8th & 15th 
	Marie Herb
	To be determined

	Sept. 22nd & 29th 
	Kenny Bechtel
	To be determined


Leaders: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Sharon Fetterhoff if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please inform the church secretary.

 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: -   


Adult Class - Library  


Children and Youth - S. S. Classroom -     Youth Teachers List:
June 1st - Marie Herb, Sue Faust; June 8th - Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff;  June 15th - Marie Herb, Sue Faust; June 22nd - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger; June 29th - Sue Faust, Bridget Campbell; July 6th - Sue Faust, Donna Novinger; July 13th - Marie Herb, Bridget Campbell; July 20th - Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff; July 27th - Sue Faust, Donna Novinger; Aug. 3rd -Marie Herb, Bridget Campbell; Aug. 10th - Sharon Fetterhoff, Donna Novinger; Aug. 17th - Marie Herb, Sue Faust; Aug. 24th - Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff; Aug. 31st Donna Novinger, Marie Herb.
                SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
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  ALTAR FLOWERS… 
June Sponsors: June 8th - Donna Novinger, June 15th - Ann Hale; July and August are open to sponsor flowers.
The cost for Altar Flowers is $37.00.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit. Please call the church office one to two weeks in advance of the date you wish to sponsor flowers so we have enough time to contact the florist.
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                     Fire Transforming Us For the Good
     For many people, relaxing by a campfire is a favorite summer activity. Nestling into the surrounding darkness while gazing into dancing flames, we sense God’s love and let the day’s chaos go. In contrast, Exodus 24:17 describes, “Now the appearance of the glory of God was like a devouring fire.”

     Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes offers another take, writing about God using flames to change us. (The full poem is here: unfoldinglight.net/2025/02/24/fire)

God, your presence is like a consuming fire —
not destructive, but transformative,
not the fire of anger but the flame of love,
the fire of glassblowers and bakers
the grace to make us more beautiful, strong and useful.
Your glory is no tame campfire
where we sit and make s’mores.
It burns out of our control.
The furnace of your love
roars about our hearts, remaking us
Teach us to be unafraid. …

     When you bask in firelight glow — and maybe eat some s’mores! — ponder how God is transforming you with love, and for the sake of love.

SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 8 

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions offering aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope, mark it “Mission Offering”.
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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FREE Community Meal: Meals are “eat in” only at The Valleys.
   EAT-IN Meals are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:15 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved. 

Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday June 5th for June 10, 2025 meal; Thursday July 3rd for July 8, 2025 meal and Thursday August 7th for August 12, 2025 meal. Please state how many meals (adults/children) and your phone number. You can also email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com to reserve meals.
    Menus for:

June 10, 2025 –   

Spaghetti, Garlic bread, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert.

July 8, 2025 –      

Hamburg BBQ, Potato Salad, Broccoli Salad or coleslaw, Fruit, Dessert.

August 12, 2025 – 

Hot Dogs and Hamburgers, Macaroni salad, Baked beans, Fruit (watermelon or cantaloupe), Dessert.
   Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” for financial donations on your offering envelope. 
…..    (Continued)                                                          Page 9
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                 2025 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are collecting donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. It may seem early but lots of donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 177 students, and also families who returned Saturday afternoon to shop after the yard sale and we took 44 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

Yard Sale is Friday, August 1st from 10:00AM to 6:00PM and Saturday, August 2nd from 10:00AM to 2:00PM.   See upcoming bulletins for more information.
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, colored mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), composition books, notebooks, rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
                Deadline for donations is July 27th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area 
High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are needed to setup tables and sort clothing from July 10th to July 31st. (Anyone who wishes to help presort clothing can do so in the choir room before July 10th.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 1st and 2nd.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 

    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 10th until after the yard sale.)

     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($70 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”.  Please make checks to The Valleys E.C.C.

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.                   
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Mission Trips:

Marie and Riley Herb and another youth group are going on a Mission Trip for a week this summer. 

Talia London (Pastor Adam and Shirleen’s daughter is going on a Mission Trip this summer also.

We pray for safety, good health and success for Marie, Riley and Talia’s and their groups’ mission trips this summer.

Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!
Food Room at Halifax Community Church (House on the Hill):  The Food Room is open Mondays 9:00-11:30AM and Thursdays 3:30-6:00PM. Food is provided every week and holiday meals are distributed during Thanksgiving and Christmas Seasons to those in need. For more information or to volunteer, please contact the Halifax Community Church at 717-896-8092.

Isaiah 61 Ministries: Mission at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents - check their website for more information.    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” available that you may pick up or call us if you cannot pick one up. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you would like to subscribe to the “These Days” devotional or if you would like a Free copy of “Our Daily Bread”.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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PRAYER TIME meets on the Third Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM or as announced.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

     Deacons meet on June 3rd, July 1st, and August 5th. 

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 1:00PM on an as needed basis.  (June meeting is June 9th as Pastor is away 1st week, Elders meet July 1st and August 4th.
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
     Council Meeting on June 18th, July 16th and August 20th.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information on meetings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Time We pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world during the Third Wednesday of the month from 6:00PM to 7:00PM.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


 
     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) meets with the Youth Group of Uplift Community Church of God on the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM at Uplift Church or virtually if it isn’t possible to meet in person. (They are not meeting during summer.) Youth activities planned: June 22nd Bowling, July 11th Hershey Park, Aug. 12th Escape Room. Contact Marie Herb or Pastor Adam of see bulletins for more details.
              UPCOMING EVENTS THIS SUMMER
CPR/AED and FIRST AID TRAINING: We will have a refresher course on CPR, AED and First Aid on Thursday, June 12th at 6:00PM. (Approximately 2-1/2 to 3 hour course) If you are interested in doing this course, please see the signup sheet in the narthex or contact Donna as soon as possible so we can inform the instructor how many will be taking the course.
FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST will be served by the ladies of The Valleys on Sunday, June 15th at 8:00AM. Please join us as we join in fellowship with fathers, uncles, brothers!
… (Continued)                                                               Page 12
FILL-THE-BUS WITH SCHOOL SUPPLIES AT WALMART ON JULY 17th, 18th, 19th is looking for volunteers for 9:00-11:00AM, 11:00AM- 2:00PM, 2:00-4:00PM and 4:00-6:00PM shifts each day. Please see the flier on the bulletin board for items needed and more information.
BACK-TO-SCHOOL FREE YARD SALE will be held at The Valleys E.C.C. on Friday, August 1st and Saturday, August 2nd.  We are accepting clean new or gently-used school clothing donations now thru July 27th. Helpers will be needed to setup tables in the social hall after July 8th. Helpers are also needed to sort clothing in July and also help during the Free yard sale. 
       VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL COME JOIN US!
Vacation Bible School will be held at Valleys on Saturday, August 9th from 9:00AM to 12:00Noon for children and adults of all ages. Teachers, helpers and donations are needed! 

    The theme is “Road Trip - On the Road with God.”  Lunch will be served (“finger foods” - hot dogs, fruit, veggies, etc.) between Noon and 1:00PM. There will be water activity, please bring a towel and/or a change of clothing for participants.
     See Marie Herb if you want to teach or help. You can sign-up for VBS on Sundays or call the church office or sign-up at this link https://forms.gle/reLEuyXM4C2n9bn7A
SUMMER MOVIE NIGHT at Valleys on Friday, August 15th at 7:00PM ( “JESUS REVOLUTION”). More details in upcoming bulletins.
                            An Ode to Dads

God took the strength of a mountain, the majesty of a tree,
the warmth of a summer sun, the calm of a quiet sea.
The generous soul of nature, the comforting arm of night,
the wisdom of the ages, the power of the eagle’s flight.
The joy of a morning in spring, the faith of a mustard seed,
the patience of eternity, the depth of a family need.
Then God combined these qualities, when there was nothing             more to add,

He knew his masterpiece was complete, and so, he called it ... Dad.
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We Lift Our Brothers And Sisters in Prayer…
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys:   *Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel; *Rachael Bryson; *Marie Herb; *Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff; Susan Turnbaugh; Gary Miller; Nancy Yutronich; Mary & Ken Zeigler; Barbara Lauver; Gail Shertzer; Nancy Yutronich; Marissa Faust; Miriam Hoke; Mary Cooke; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Scott Hebert; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler

Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; Vickie Shoffler, Hannah Klinger; Janet Noblit.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all missionaries around the world.

If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on the Welcome Card (on the 2nd side) or Donna Novinger.  Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please give us updates on people on prayer list. You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
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SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Family and friends of Esther Masser who went to be with the Lord on April 13th. 

We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff and Family and friends of Carol Fetterhoff who went to be with the Lord on May 15th.   
We pray for God’s loving presence, peace, comfort and strength for these families and friends during this time.

    COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                  Page 14         
SENIOR CENTER NEWS 

Halifax Senior Center is open on the Third Wednesday of the month (June 18th, July 16th, and Aug. 20th) - Bingo at 10:00AM; Lunch available to purchase at 11:30AM; Pinochle Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM.
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Meals-On-Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
Girl Scouts do not meet over the summer.
                             Echoing God’s Goodness

      Roald Dahl’s 1988 novel Matilda, since adapted for stage and screen, tells of a young girl surrounded largely by abusive adults. With her exceptional intelligence, wit and courage, Matilda decries her father’s lying and cheating, resists injustice against her classmates and kind teacher and, in the end, refuses to perpetuate a cycle of revenge. A community-theater director in Minnesota wrote in the musical’s playbill, “Her story reminds us that strength isn’t always loud, and power doesn’t always look like we expect.”

     That also aptly describes Jesus, who came not with what society deems strength and power. Instead, the Messiah showed that true strength is kind, compassionate and sometimes quiet. True power is not bullying and domination, but giving of oneself in love. Refusing to curse his opponents or even his executioners, Jesus prayed for their forgiveness, demonstrating how to end cycles of violence and death.

     Humans — no matter how brilliant! — can go only so far by themselves. That’s why Jesus went farther, rising to new life and defeating death entirely. But in the world around us, particularly in books, plays and other works of art, we can catch echoes of God’s goodness. Inspired by characters like Matilda and real-life neighbors who uplift others, we too can echo God’s goodness. While we trust above all in our Savior Jesus, let’s work courageously and creatively for kindness and care.

                                                                           —Heidi Hyland Mann
…. (Continued)                                                  Page 15  
                       JUNE 2025 BIRTHDAY WISHES

Happy Birthday to everyone born in June!  May summer breezes 


blow love and happiness to you.
	1 - Gary Fetterhoff
	20 - Gerry Wiest

	3 - Nikki (Herb) Lehr
	       Nick Wiest

	       Madeline (Snyder) Pellman
	         25-  Charlie Shertzer

	 5 - Jennifer (Rickert) Rubendall
	       Laura Roush

	 7 - Rhett Cooper
	26 - Ashlea Guzman

	   8 - Aspen Jayden Shoop
	       Violet Pellman

	 10 - Keith Croutharmel
	         28 - Jamie Berra  

	 12 - Madisyn Rubendall
	         29 - Marissa Faust

	 13 - Peggy Berra
	


                                                               [image: image17.jpg]



                        JUNE 2025 ANNIVERSARIES

   
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

   
following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

   
be blessed with Love and Happiness!

	  3 - Matt & Jessica Faust (31 yrs.)
	14 - Ken & Mary Zeigler (22 yrs.)

	      Neva & Chuck Cichy (47 yrs.)
	16 - Michael & Amy Witmer (17 yrs.)

	  4 - Nikki & Ryan Lehr (14 yrs.)
	19 - Rhett & Michele Cooper (15 yrs.)

	12 - Andrew & Barbra Snyder (21 yrs.)
	28 - Jan & Brian Quinn (11 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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     Prayer brings heaven to earth

      When you received Jesus as your Savior, you began to live in two homes — earth and heaven. You were born the first time into your earthly family. Now you have been born again into the family of God. You are a citizen of both worlds. Your new heavenly home is the biggest one. It is God’s home. It is yours because you are united to Jesus, and heaven is where he lives.

      But we don’t need to wait until we die to visit heaven. Prayer is the airline to our heavenly homeland. We walk heaven’s streets and view its wonders each time we fellowship with the Lord.
                                                                        —Ben Jennings

…. (Continued)                                                                            Page 16                                                                              
                        JULY 2025 BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in July!  

    May your day be warm with love and happiness.
	1 - Emily Lesher
	20 - Carla Baker

	     Carol Witmer
	23 - Barbra Snyder

	   2 - Ryan Cooper
	24 - Sue Faust

	 6 - Rachael Bryson
	26 - Heidi Herb

	        Mark Byerly
	29 - Clarence Roush

	   7 - Nancy Yutronich
	       Emma Baker

	   9 - Kayla Gonder
	       

	 14 - Cadienne Crum
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                         JULY 2025 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	8 - Carol & Bob Knight (44 yrs.)
	17 - Patty & Ryan Hummel (14 yrs.)

	13 - Jaime & Josh Berra (22 yrs.)
	24 - Ryan & Jodi Cooper (14 yrs.)

	  16 - Ryan & Melanie Cichy (15 yrs.)
	28 - Judy & Ken Baker (25 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                                   Handling Grief

   When a Southern Christian woman became a widow, several people asked what she was going to do. She always answered by saying, “I’m going to do Proverbs 3:5-6 and Philippians 4:4-7.”
   Both passages provide wonderful doses of strength and encouragement. (If you aren’t familiar with the verses, look them up to see for yourself.) When we completely trust in God for guidance and peace, he not only sees us through difficult times but allows us to rejoice rather than worry.

…. (Continued)                                                                            Page 17
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                  AUGUST 2025 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Happy Birthday to everyone born in August!  May summer breezes 

and love and happiness warn your day.
	 4 -  Brandi Crum
	19 - Allison Kenawell

	  7 -  David Faust
	20 - Joanne Enders

	   9 -  Rylan Cooper
	23 - Sarah Degnitz

	 11 -  Matt Byerly
	25 - Sarah Graff

	 14 -  Marie Herb
	       Lucy Herb

	         Riley Herb
	29 - Bailey Dunn

	   17 - Cameron Crum     
	

	   18 - Leon Shaffer
	


                      AUGUST 2025 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to all the wonderful couples listed below on their special day!  May you be blessed with many beautiful anniversaries! 

	11 - Jennifer & Brian Franklin (13 yrs.)
	30 - Carol & Renny Witmer (51 yrs.)

	21 - Brandi & Mike Crum (25 yrs.)
	31 - Andrea & Michael Kenawell (22 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com   and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the September/October 2025 newsletter to the church secretary 
by Friday, August 154h!
                        The Power of Kindness

      No kind action ever stops with itself. One kind action leads to another. Good example is followed. A single act of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the roots spring up and make new trees. The greatest work that kindness does to others is that it makes them kind themselves

                                                                     —Amelia Earhart

…. (Continued)                                                                            Page 18
                                 Preventing Blind Spots

About 40% of any vehicle consists of blind spots, which are responsible for an estimated 800,000 accidents each year in the United States. People also have blind spots, and when they’re spiritual, they can have tragic consequences.
Pastor Rick Warren suggests these steps for discovering and overcoming blind spots:

· Pray, asking God to remind you what is true about him — and about you. “Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life” (Psalm 139:24, NLT).

· Ask some trusted Christian friends or family to point out things in you that you can’t see. “Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to others” (Proverbs 12:15, NLT).

· Finally, ask Jesus to change you. The Bible says the truth will set you free (John 8:32), and Jesus calls himself the truth (John 14:6). So the closer you are to Jesus, the more he will fill you with the truth. As God’s truth helps you see clearly, you’ll be less vulnerable to self-deception.

                             Don’t Be Root-bound

    As a new gardener, Jan Riggenbach used to treat bedding plants with extreme care, setting them into soil without disturbing the roots. Eventually she learned that rough — even ruthless — treatment is better in the long run.

    “If the plant has been growing in its pot so long that the roots are circling the bottom, I jab my finger into the bottom of the soil and pull down to untangle the roots,” Riggenbach wrote in her gardening column. “If the whole pot is filled with circling roots, I have to be merciless. I don’t worry if I break some of the roots. That’s better than allowing the roots to continue to circle when the plants are growing in the garden.”

     In the same way, it’s easy to grow complacent and inward-focused in our walk with God. But bunched-up roots can’t reach out for sustenance. So for maximum faith growth, dare to let God shake you up from time to time!
…. (Continued)                                                                            Page 19
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  The Gift of the Bible

       Certain parts of the Bible are hard to understand — and even harder to explain to children. But the late Rachel Held Evans made a start, and then coauthor Matthew Paul Turner completed What Is the Bible? This picture book can help adults as well as kids receive the gift of Scripture.

        The Bible is often described as a library of books. Held and Turner explain that it’s also many different kinds of writing: stories, poems, wise sayings, songs, letters. Scripture tells of Creation, good and evil rulers, miraculous events, animals that spoke or brought food to hungry people, even monsters!

        The best part, the authors write, is that “in the Bible we meet Jesus, who teaches us new things about God, faith, and ourselves” — above all, that God loves us. “And if a story in [Scripture] is confusing or scary or sad, we can imagine how Jesus, who loves us, might tell us that story.”

         Bible scholars call this “the canon within the canon.” As Christians, we read all other parts of Scripture through the lens of the Gospels, where we meet God in person, as Jesus. Similarly, 500 years ago Martin Luther called the Bible “the cradle that holds the Christ.” That’s a word-picture even children can grasp!
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                              While You’re Away
     Taking regular vacations is key to our well-being. It’s important to spend time with loved ones, experience physical and mental refreshment, enjoy changes in scenery and routine, and prepare for future productivity. 

     Just remember: God’s work goes on all summer long. When you’re on vacation, your friends at church miss you. No one else can fill your unique role in the congregation. Your presence and gifts help the church thrive. So please give your regular offerings before you leave for vacation. And if you have the opportunity, try to attend church while you’re away. Have a wonderful summer!
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